Our History

Quality and excellence
through the decades
1990’s
1980’s
1970’s

1982

1993

ADNOC Distribution becomes an
American Petroleum Institute (API)
member and receives its first API
lubricants certification.

The Company begins refueling aircraft
at Abu Dhabi International Airport.

1973

During the rule of Sheikh Zayed, Abu
Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC)
for Distribution is established by royal
decree as the first UAE governmentowned company specializing in the
marketing and distribution of petroleum
products. On June 1, 1973, “A reception
was given under the auspices of Sheikh
Zayed Bin Sultan celebrating the handing
over of distribution functions to the
Abu Dhabi National Oil Company by the
foreign companies that were in charge
of distribution operations.”

1975

A report from the Commercial
Department of the British Embassy
provides a glimpse of the early days of
ADNOC Distribution. “This company,” the
note says, “now operates its own fleet of
road tankers, it has now a floating tank
farm moored offshore, [and] 2 Rhine
barges for carrying distillate from the
tank to shore. It is shortly to commence
building its own distribution center.”

1976

The Company begins selling Liquid
Petroleum Gas (LPG) canisters for
domestic consumption.

1979

ADNOC Distribution opens a lubricants
blending and packaging plant at
Sas Al Nakhl in Abu Dhabi.
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1998

ADNOC Distribution rebrands and
introduces a total retail offering (fuel
and non-fuel).

1983

The Company commissions a grease
production unit at the Sas Al Nakhl
lubricant plant. The unit, only the second
of its kind in the world, manufactures
high-quality greases.
The Company obtains International
Organization for Standardization (ISO)
9002 certification from the British
Standards Institute. This is followed by
ISO 9001-2008 accreditation in 2003.

1984

The number of filling stations in remote areas
increases as part of a plan to expand the
Company’s network to cover the whole of
Abu Dhabi Emirate. Special attention is given
to introducing modern technology, and new
services are added at some filling stations,
including the sale and repair of tires.

1999

The Company’s aviation division receives
the MTMC (US Military Transport
Management Command) Quality Award
for Excellent Services.

Introduction

Financial Review

Business Review

Corporate Review

Financial Statements

2010’s
2011

2000’s
2000

The Company begins operating its Vehicle
Inspection Centers, in coordination with
the Abu Dhabi Police.

2006

ADNOC Distribution service stations
begin offering a third grade of gasoline,
E-plus (Octane 91) for low-compression
engines, to complement Super (98) for
high-compression and Special (95) for
medium-compression.

ADNOC Distribution becomes a
member and strategic partner of the
International Air Transport Association,
and an associate member of the Joint
Inspection Group (JIG), which governs
standards for the operation of shared
fuel storage and handling facilities at
the world’s major airports.

2016

ADNOC Distribution launches its
Instagram and YouTube channels.
ADNOC Distribution marks the
opening of the 200th ADNOC Oasis
convenience store.

2013

The Company agrees to acquire 75
service stations from Emarat in the
five Northern Emirates of Sharjah,
Ras Al Khaimah, Ajman, Umm
Al Quwain and Fujairah.

2017

The ADNOC Xpress format is launched.
Xpress stations are one-island outlets
offering additional fueling capacity in
busy urban areas.

2014
2008

The Company begins construction
of Compressed Natural Gas (CNG)
distribution facilities at service stations,
used by Natural Gas Vehicles (NGVs).

ADNOC Distribution agrees to take
over 25 service stations in Sharjah from
Emirates National Oil Company (ENOC).

2015

Pilot phase of ADNOC SMART project
begins. SMART service stations are fitted
with RFID (radio-frequency identification)
readers, allowing customers to manage
their ADNOC wallet accounts online and
pay with tokens.

The Company completes its successful
initial public offering, listing its shares on
the Abu Dhabi Securities Exchange (ADX)
under the symbol ADNOCDIST.

ADNOC Distribution launches its
Facebook and Twitter pages in
Arabic and English.

2009

ADNOC Distribution and other ADNOC
group companies sign the ADNOC
Sustainability Charter.
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